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#SIATIO OF FENDER "666" 

To Fre. Floriano Ronceri, "giAio “pria Forghin, 
Sentile "ah, and to my Jeer Confréres Giusenne 
andreatta, Stanialao Rosreato, Enifanio Cardin, 
who auffered with me for two years under Come 
muniam in China, I dedicate these few pages of 


memories, 


I left Genoa on “Yay 22, 1948, erriving at Shanghal on 
July 16. I reached Mosimien on Sertember 23, together vith 
Br, Epifanio and 3r. Stanislao. 

At the recuest of Mons. Velentin, Bisho» of Kengeting, 
toward the end of February 1949, I went to Kangting (Tetaienlou) 
to study the Chinese lanruage. 

On June 4, I returned to Hosimien, where we Jecijed 
te build our convent as soon as nossible. In f#et, on 
October 6, 1949, on tne land bousht by Pr. Tlacido Albiero, 
we laid the foundstiona of our new convent, on ~lans by and 
under the aunervision of Pr. Tridio “. Feehin. 

At that time I wae recuested to go to Loutingkiao to 
reniace fr, Yengz who wre absent; I went there on November 21, 
renaining until December &, 

I returned to the leprossrium by the route around the 
mountains to the northee:st of Yosaimien; a trin of some 
200 kms. touching Mosiv~ien = Loutingkiso - Wassekeou =< 


Kangting = Yakiakhen » “osimien. 


| 
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The devil's prophecy: “You shall see the dead flying through 


the air!" 

On December 7, 1949, I wes in loutingkiao when I heard 
for the first time that the Governor of Sikang had come out 
in favor of Communism, betraying the rrovince, Since no 
positive information waa available, on December 9, on foot, 
of course, I set out for Kangting. There wae an atmoephere 
of great tension and, for one reason or another, everyone 
went about armed, I arrived in Xengting on December 10. 

On December 12, 1949, early in the sorning, nosters 
were effiryed to the walls of buildings in the city proclaime 
ing Governor Liou's allegiance to “ao! There were no ine 
eidents in the city. TI recall thet the Vice Governor ine 
vited sbout forty Chinese snd Tibetan chieftains to &@ con- 
ference for the economic improvement of the region. The 
Bishon, Yone. Valentin, wee also invited. f aterted off 
a few daya later for Mosimien, leaving Kangting perfectly 
calm. 

For the remaining vart ef December and most of January, 
life in Mosimien was one excitement sfter enother in view 
of the rumors of marening armies, vartiesne in action, 
brigande bent upon concuering this or that revion. Lyerye 
one in “osimien wee niding his exrthly rossessions or wes 
taking tnem to the mounteins. The men of the villave took 
turns in puarding the nountain passes, Cn the evening of 
Jenuary li, 1950, the v-eorle of the town were siven official 
orders to “eleen with your clothes on} because of the ime 
minent danger. I saw also some >oor peonle coming from the 
Lenoukeou valley, earrying their scanty household articles 
on their shouldere and secking refuge in Mosaimlien,. 


The 
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The threats came from Yunnan, 3etchouan and Sikang. 
There vere rumors of Nationalist plans to take back Sikang; 
of Communist intentiong to occupy it militarily; of comton 
brigands, who ere aiwayes ready to take advantage of any 
chaotic situation, Aas usual, the news was often cetastropvhic, 
contradictory and unconfirmed, Toward the middle of January, 
&l11l danger seemed to have passed so far as Mosimien was 
concerned, and the population regained its composure. 

we were busy building our convent, and realizing that 
the tiles for its roof would have to be transnorted from 
the Lamaa brickyard to ‘“tengtse, we decided to build an 
éutnentic wheelcart, Fr. Yecoraro in Kaneting made availe 
able to us the iron rime and the axle, and I received orders 
from our Sunerior to go there with our mule and bring them 
to the convent on mulebeck, In many vlaces the mule path 
on the Yakiakhe (4,800 m.) wea literally a sheet of ice, 
and even by breaking the ice here and there with a heavy 
iron pick IT could not -revent myself and the mule from 
falling several times on the treacherous ice. 

I remained in Kaneting for two days. 

The city was in an indescribable state of anxiety and 
trepidation, Ideas were confused-seconomically, politically 
and militarily speaking, Inflation was c-mplete; later, 
nowever, the Netionslists relieved it by restoring use of 
the silver dollar, 

I returned to dosimien on January 21, cfter an extremely 
cold night snent, with my eyea wide open, at Taek'iao in 
the Yakiakhen forest. Curs was the first wheelcart ever 
built in the “osimien valley. 

It wae during this period that I noticed an imnreasive 
number of satrange poor peovle wandering from one town to 

another; 


Approved For Release 2003440422 7@IA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


Approved For Release 200}{1 0/24 1 CPARDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


aie 


another; they would enter, without much ceremony, the homes 
of the local peovle, esarecislly those of Eurorneans, often 
pretending to flounder in lesving it and, inatead of making 
for the entrance, trying to rein access to some ocuteof-the~ 
way room, The streets vere unueuslly busy and peonle would 
start out on lone trins on the least provocation, In the 
Yakiakhen forest I met a welledreased man who told me that 
he wae going to a distant town to present a friend with a 


parrot; however, 48 we traveled along, I was survrieed to 


gee Him c' refully questioning my servant, for almost two 
hours, about the Fathers and the Sisters in the osimien 
valley. 

It has clways been the custom in Mosimien to stage, 
on the 18th day of the first moon cf the Chinese year, a 
evecial orocession wherein 4 man, in the oublic street, 
inflicts uv»on himaelf a head wound, intending thus to atone 
for the sine of all mankind, ‘t is said that on this oc- 
casion tne man is actually vorssessed by the tevel; thet Ile 
why he ia called “Seko0i (fevil or @eron) an@ during the 
procession he is asked to fcreerst the future, Thet rare 
ticular dey T heard im announce: “'n the coming months 
you shall see the Jead flying through the eir!" 

I should like to assy tnat st toat very moment the 
peaceful peonrle of “osimien began to ro through a series 
of exveriences tie equal of whieh they had never seen or 
imagined before, 

. few Jays before, in the evening, ! had met a man who 
had ea deen wound in hie head; ne was going to Vosimien and 
had been wounded, sc he asid, when he was attacked by Dririunds 
in the ‘skiskhen region, 

Now, 
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Now, when the famous “6-Koul nrocession whe over, & 
man wee arrested in the market place at “osimien who was 
iientified as one “f these brigsnds. Without much ado, 
he was thrown into jail and keot there under heovy ruard; 
later he was subjected to a brutal and violent examingetion. 
The -oor fellow *had" to confars in accordrnee with the 
wishes of the interrergetora, an’ when he diancresd with 
them, he was bedly beaten. 4 number of relatives and 
frienda of the unlucky brigand wanted to intervene in his 
behalf and take up his defense before the court; but when 
they arrived the voor fellow had nlready died as a result 
of the severe benting. The incitent was followed by dis- 
nutea, ~laaa to the courts and threate; finally the man wis 
buried with full honans and all wos forrotten. 

Soon theresfter, e doven or so armed men, led by one 
Yang, made their acoearsnce in “oaimien. They were very 
young, bofaterous men, rescy to clay the ~ert of feerless 
thteves or brie-nda as well es that of heretic soldiers, 

“hey came te the cierion apd ngxed whether we needed 

rotection in view of the drnrerous times; all they wanted 
ang po cowl of rice to ert and en vrlece to asleep. shen we 
eeald@ net seceact their offer, they went beck to the town 
end eet un cece there, one rteht, one of thene men, evident= 
iy with evil intertione, broke into one ol the local homes, 
pene ehen an ol4 lady in the house tried to bor his wey, he 
foipmé ut sep. “ortumatety, the old iacy escened with a 

or Aly wounded hand which neeved the reaAtcel care of 

er, ‘tantelao every cay for tro months. | 

‘fter this regrettable incident, the prave defenders, 
fe-ring the’ conseouences, w*nt away. 

After 
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After they had left, some two hundred men of the 24th 
spmy came to the rewion, They were fabrly well clothed ar 
armed, Their commander seemed to be o nice fellow: in 
fact, he waw to it that many of his men received theatment 
against the ovolum hebit. ‘ster on we were able to undere 
stend the freme of mind of these soldiers: most cf them 
lived in the hope of being able to return to a free life 
aud tock any oecesion taist presented iteelf te run away, 
eeturelly, the officers hed no «alternstive: the firing 
eeund for the desertera, ‘“‘eny times we attended, helpleas, 
the executiona, on the average, some ten men were executed 
each ronth, and whenever the ransxe becume too depleted, 
the young men of the region vere caurpht in veritable drag- 
nete and forced to replace them, There vere &lao those who 
scined the unit sa volunteers; generally they were malade 
Justed >ersons, or »veracns of loose morals imbued with an 
authentic desire for edventure, ve hed the invression of 
eeeing once arain the famous "companies of adventure" of 
our “lddle Ages, Theoreticonlly, these men were in the 
service of the vovernment, from which they even received 
certuin slliowancea; actually, however, they were cuite ine 
derendent and self-governing; they were soldiers of fortune 
ready to hoist any fleg, 

At Cnengtu we hed seen Chiseng Kaiesnek's soldiers. 
their behavior was verfect and sdmirable; they could comosre 
feveredly with any Evrovean army: but the men of the 24th 
opmy we saw in Mareh 1950 in “‘oaimien vere not men that 
would inapire cone with confidence, even grantec the benefit 
of unfortunate circumatances, 

<Ften the officers would meet secretly with the Local 
lordlingas, »lotting with them, scanning the atreneth of the 


various nartiea and exchanging advice. ‘very day we watched 
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with anxiety the flag of these two hundred soldiers, feare 
ing that it might be veraeed at any moment by the Hed Star. 

Meanwhile, a few hundred nationaliate her come qaown 
from the north and rece tured Kanrting amid the rejoicing 
of the »oxovlation, Only «a handful of these men, about 
twenty of them, came as far a8 “osimien; according to some, 
they had come with orders to secure enlistments from the 
lecal youth, but according to others, their task wis to 
wateh the behavior of the two nundred men of the 24th army. 
At that particular time, the nationalista had excellent 
weooons and were well clothed, but they were short of am- 
munition. ‘we noticed that no exchenge of views took place 
between them ond the wen of the 4th army. 

Toward the middle of March 1950 there were rumore to 
the effect thet the Communist army wea slowly aAavenoing 
toward Sikang, bent unon concuering Tibet, 44 in fact was 
the cere, The meetings bet-een the civilian chieftains of 
the “osimien velley and the officers of the “4th army were 
more frecuent, an* a number of trueted men were sent out 
here on? there to seek reliable informetion. The venulae 
tion fled en masae to the mountains. 

Finally we learned th.t, heaving cecunited Woutingkiao, 
the Com-unists were 4riving towerd Kangting to give bettle 
to Yene's bonds an4 were meeting with etuboorn reaietance 
in the vassekeou gorges. Gut rumor had it that the Come 
sunists forced the civilian ~oxulntion to m reh in front 
of their reguler troops, an? that the on osition had withe 
drawn in order to prevent carnage. 

“he Netionalists were rleading for um-unition; we saw 
several vlenes cruiaing in the sky over us, Coul7 1t be 

that 
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that Chiang Kaieshek's “lenea hed missed the lceation of 
XNangting?.... The fact is thst their attemnts to drop sup= 
nlies were unsuccersful, 4 cuantity of eur lies vere 
dropped in Kangting, but when the city was alresdy oome 
nletely in the hands of the re4 troone. The Keticnaliste 
had withdrawn toward Yunnan. 

Cn the Saturday receding the Mserion Suneay in 1950, 
we saw the 24th ‘rmy, with its Netionalist fleg flying in 
the wind, on ite way toward the Yakiakhen Tass. (| eo7le 
were heard essying: ‘They co to heln Yeng and the Natione 
alists, againat the Consuniats,” 

and they went, taking «ith them a number of hostages 
because of certain disputes whieh had arisen during their 
stay et “oaimien, when the lc6al ~eonle had vcecome ate 
customec to srresta snd executions on the slightest pravocae 
tion. 

I snall never forget the im>-ression I received when 
I discovered, on the execution grounds, thst the etains of 
numan blood, with which tne ground ig socked, revain there 
for months and months! 

The twenty Iotionalists did not go. Aa far as we 
«new, tney, too, had decided to withdraw towsrd Yunnan the 
foliowing day. 

Came the next Gay, “sericon Sunday of 1250, -nd with 
it the true beginning cf our subjection to ..ao Tsee-tung. 
It wae a bloddy dayl.... 

ht the Yakiskhen Taga, the nen of the 24th Army be- 
trayed their old flag and unfurled the Fed Star. Many 
inhabitente of Kanvcting hed@ taken refuge on that pase awalite 
ing the end of the fighting for the city of Kaneting, and 

when 
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when the audden anvearance from behand of two huntred men 
flying the Communist flag threw them into a state of nanic, 
they avandoned everything and fled tuwerd the ~llderness 
of the mountains and vulleye, 

it wag said «t the time thet many children were lost 
in the confusion ind fright. 

without firing-one single gynot, the men of the °4th 
amy reaved an sbundant ani excelient booty. iater they 
retraced their way to Mosimien and set un esmn at Lengexeou, 
ateyineg there until the Communists, who suocorted them 
generously with money, or’ered them to take off for Chengtu. 
se learned afterwarda thet. in the Lanechean mountains, these 
men had 4isappesared becsuse they found no attraction in 
working for the new mactere. 

Thua passed the remnant of the 24th Chinese army! 

while this waa taking place on the Yakiakhen Fass, 
Durets of machine-gun fire in the }osimien valley geve the 
pignal to the Lolos, aa apreed, and the twenty ie tionaliats, 
who had slready Begun tr withdraw, were oureued rclentlesaly. 
Some of them escened ssfely, cthers siere suved by the intere 
vention of the chieftcin of ~ceimien; but eight of them, 
surrounded in @ grove necr Ct:.netese, cere ruthiesaly 
sisuphtered, The grove waa set on fire and, as the men 
cume out of it, they were immedietely gaaasucred, Three 
persons were particuleriy res:onsible for the curn:pe: 
one santong, one Centetse, and the Ly chieftain cf the 
vill» ee of Lamas, 

Various versiona were given of the reasons for the mass 
slaughter. According to some, the twenty Nationalists had 
become danjrerous to the life of certain village chieftains; 


according to others, the mageacre had taken nlace in order 


for 
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for the population to gain the good graces of the Communists. 
ierhara there was some truth in both versions. 

We of the Catholic Church condemned the cccurrence, 
and Fr, Egidio “. Foghin took the initiative of burying the 
bodies of the unfortunate Jintionallatsa which were strewn 
over the hill overlooking tne stream and vere already being 
eaten by the vultures and esgles, 

The Communists lost no timé in exoreasing their opinion 
of the carnage, observing that China nad been unjustly 
deprived of eight families. Some of the men who were killed 
had relsatives near Jagaan (Yakow) who made no secret of 
tneir indignation and desire for revenge. 

Thus, on the “osimien »>lateau, the clenched fist was 


reiaed in blood as a sign of greetings! 


BAYS OF oe Cr eT LON 


The manner in which the Communist scldiers >resented 
themselves in “oaimien ia interesting. One certuin day we 
had a glimnse of three of them, verhans cent vurnorely to 
explore the situnztion;: s week leter ve saw the arrival of 
about one hundred in verfeot military formation, They were 
greeted with all the honorea due an aray of liberntion. The 
chieftaing of the “:sinien valley humbled themselves to 
fetch hot water for thea so that they might Bethe, and 
cnouxed for them. Then, tne soldiers spent thet whele evene 
ing singing and aaking merry, and the following morning we 
Found out that they hac left early, efter vianstering the 
walla of the villere houses with inscriptions einging pralees 
to ‘ae Pee-tung, to universal »eace, to world brotherhood, 
to the orotection they would give to aliena, to freedom of 
religion, ete., ete.; however, on close serutiny one could 
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detect the devil's whiskers in some ex reesions denying the 
existence of God. This etrange behavior was com™ented u on 
with various and different feelings. “any of those who had 
fle? to the mountsings returned home when they heard of the 
situstion. “everul days went by before some soldiers or 
Communist Yarty members, in their typical blue uniform, were 
again seen in the villspe. ‘They all came from the province 
of Ghensi. One of them remained in command, while his sube 
ordinstes were veplaced every fifteen or twenty days, so 48 
not to allow them to become friendly with anyone. They enoke 
freely to everyoody, helped the farwers in the fields and 
tried to ex lein to them the soecalled “social vroblema," of 
woich they had never heard before. “ore or less everybody 
wae & awl lendowner in ‘losgimien. 

une day, intending to settle a @ispute. o group of 
pergons want to see the Com-cunist chief, but he sent them off 
anying: “These msttera do not concern me; you have your own 
enief, zo te him." This stetement diseoncerted the voor 
fellows, since everyone wee convinced tnat the real chief of 
the valley was the Comcunisat chief, and that the old village 
ehitefteina were nething sore then figureheads remaining there 
only ag # matter of form. But when, ister, the Communists 
set out to ecllect taxes from each farily, this mysterious 
Conwuniet heeiman threatened to -unienh the village chieftein 
of Moaimien if, within the time limit, everyone in tne vil-~ 
lsge hed not paid his seot te the new povernment. 

we Leo received a gs oecific netice: “we Chinese Com- 
yunists orotect the Curopeans; but we sre aware cf tne ract 
thet ‘cu ore friends of tne Netionalists end we say to you 
thet, if jou went to live in peace, you must end your relae 
tiona with tne ketionalists and must not act ag snies:" This 


notice 
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notice came to ue from the Volice Office of Loutingkiao. 

It was clear that the Chinese es well Ae Enropeane nad 
to submit to the control of the Communist leader, not only 
in -olitical but also in economic matters. Incoming and 
outgoing mail was inepeeted by the Comrun't ate. with the 
grentest nonchalance they would enter any home, those of us 
Euroneana included, without asking cermission, and would 
npoceed to conduct a veritable search of the reome, opening 
closet doors and »~ulling out furniture drawers. Trey would 
never accept food, or a drink or a smoke, ‘“e learned later 
that they took notes of everything they saw or heard, I 
learned algo that at the market rlace they showed interest 
in finding out «hence tnis cr thet -erson came, and if any=- 
one chime from remote pegions in the mountains, he wag subs 
jected to en endless series of interrorations. 

& bleckboard wes set up in a nublic scusre, and each 
dey a passage from the cosrel of Marx would be written on it. 
“nether or not the veovle read .it was imenterial; the ime 
nortant fact for the Communiste wee to keen on writing it, 
for sooner or later someone would read it. Tdean of and 
plans for aocial reforms, often in contradiction with one 
another, were tossed at the unwary penulation which beoame 
enthusigatic at fireat, then bewildered and, finally, 
frightened, 

The Communists preferred to take cuarters here and there, 
so that they might personally check the financial econtition 
of this or that family. And those who chose to stay with the 
chieftains of the Mosimien valley ha‘ all the air of warcens 
wetching over their warés to orevent their escane. 

vhenever they needed something, they would come “kintly" 


to berrow it, and we knew thet this meant, most of the time, 


Lloaing 
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losing the thing borrowed. They had a anecial fondness for 
watches, victrolas, cameras, radio sets.... 

Fortunately for us, the word *leprosy" scared the life 
out of them and they would not take anything if we told them 
that it had been ueed by the levera. But, sarecially in the 
case of victrolas, which they aeemed to want more than anye 
thing else, it Aid not take them long to catch on to the 
fact that we hed prurrosely broken them or put them out of 
order, 

The Communista were particularly attentive to the 
principal chieftains of the valley. They questioned them 
on how the conditions of the vonulation might be improved; 
they sought their advice on thia or that matter, even bestows 
ing upon them offices end honorary titlea. For instance, 
Chief 3antong was entrusted with the task of arousing the 
enthusiasm of the vopulation in the atrugrzle ageinet Tibet. 
He was lester invited to become an officer of the Communtat 
Army, but he declined such an honor with the excuse that he 
wished to live by working the land like the coor neonle. He 
was one of the richest and most vowerful chiefs cf the valley. 

The other chiefs were under the irvression that under 
the Communiste all you hed to do in order tc be left in 
peace was to lower yourself to working the land. 2ut it wes 
not so. The Communiata knew, saa everyone did, how great was 
the vower of those netive chieftains, easnecislly Santong's. 
A modern Don Rodrigo, he made use of the lolos to carry out 
his private deeigns, ani when he had some goal to attain, he 
would seek itt by any and all means. ‘The Comtunists feared 
that he might any moment incite the lolon and the ponulation 
to rebel against them. Thus it was that in early July 1960, 
Santong, together with Chief Centetse and a few others, was 

anvited 
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invited by the Communists to attend a series of important 
conferences in the city of Kangting, seat of the vrovince. 
Thies was nothing new; similar meetings had been held before 
and the chieftaing had been asked to attend, and the Come 
muniste had already recruited a doren or so farmers (men and 
women) and had sent them to other cities to attend the Come 
munist sbhools. Anyway, everyone was convinced that Santong 
and Centetse were destined to a rapid and brilliant career 
under the Communiste, Instead, it was learned auddenly that, 
as they arrived at Kangting in their secondary achool, the 
two were arrested. Away from Mosimien, alone, they aid not 
have any power; they were separated and cueationed on their 
real or alleged misdecda (the neople were leter told that 
Santong had 60 murders on his conscience, while Centetse had 
no less than 40), were beaten up and sent to do hard labor. 
Other chiefa of the Mosimien region were with them, such as 
Regolo, who had been in his decline for many years. Accorde 
ing to rumors, Regolo was found blameless and wsa sent, free, 
back to Mosimien, 

Other important manifestations of the Communist prorram 
taok place in the second half of the year 1960. It was no 
longer possible to travel freely from one town to another. 

At the beeinning it seemed eas though this restriction applied 
only to the Evropeans, but 1ft soon war evident thet it 
covered the Chinese also. 4 snecial rermit wee necessary to 
wo from one vlace to another; thus, every town became a oone 
centration camp in disguise. It becane very difficult to 
learn what waa taking vlece elsewhere, and each community was 
cut off from the rest of the world. We ncticed that yvraas 
wee growing on the road leading from “osimien to Lamas and 
Kangting! 

The 
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The Comuuniste then ordered a house-to-house census, 
under their control, In order to practice my Chinese, I 
lived for a few monthea in our Mosimien reeidence; when I 
returned vermanently to otangtse, a patrol of soldiers was 
sent there to watch my residence. And Otangtgse is only 
threeesndeoneehrlf xilometers from “osimien! Then they 
requested of each family a financial account covering the 
last three years: what had been the income and the expenses. 
Many did not keen records, and in such cases the information 
was extracted by long cuestioning. Everything had to be 
accounted for! 

There were cares where someone had, in nrevicue years, 
been living in ancther house or snother town, In these cases, 
also, a thorough exsmination wae in order, with the bringing 
up of o1d4 matters which finally ended with the incredible 
verdict: “Gc back where you came from!" It did not matter 
whether another family was already there; orders were to be 
cbheyed and one family after another had to move, ad infinitum, 
according to the orders end the whimea of the Comrunists! 

A little booth was built in the town's square where all 
complaints, even anonymous cones, could be submitted. The 
Communists alweya stated that they would act only on the 
basis of juet accusations. It wags natural, therefore, that 
every time one found himself involved in some credicament, he 
woulé try to find out who might have been his accuser and the 
cause of his woes. This led to suanicion, hatred, revenge. 

A few months efter the coming of the Communiste to power, no 
one trusted anyone else, no family showed resvect for another 
family or came to its help, Mosimien was already one of Hell's 
antechambers, and this wae only the beginning! 

Disliked 
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Dieliked as we were because of our foreign correspondence, 
hindered in our relations with the Bishop in Kangting, and 
unable to collect ény substantial tributea from the Bishop's 
tenants, our concern over being able to norovide for the leners 
increased day by day. 

By taking advantage of the fact that the Chinese could 
still move about if they neld a permit, which at that time 
was easy to secure, a Chinese Sister went to Kangting and 
received from the dgisnop a sum of money for the neede of the 
lepers, since the Communists had stated that they were not 
going to worry about them, On her return trip, on the eve of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, her mule stumbled while 
crosaing a emall bridge and the poor nun fell into the whirle 
ing waters of the Lamenkuang. Her decayed body was recovered 
on November 7. thus, one more grief was sdded to our anxieties. 

Meanwhile, an edict had been issued vy the Communiste: 
all weanone were to be reported, under nenalty of... (at the 
beginning nothing wea said, but it soon became clear that 
whoever failed to resort nia weavons was subject to militery 
execution)! The weapons tnus collected were later re= 
Atatributed to the peoplee=that isa to say, to those whom the 
Communista trusted. 

I no longer remember the exact time: in 1925 there al- 
ready was in Mogsimien a Communiat who, on the occaeion of 
Mao Tse-tung's passing through the town had the honor of naving 
him for dinner in his home, ‘hen the Communist came into 
power, one dey this man waa found dead from poisoning. I 
could not say whether it was murder or suicide. 

The situstion became worse every day because of the Come 
munistsa' insistence on -oking their nosea into public as well 
as private affairs in order to have a hand in everytning 

concerning 
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concerning the pneonle, not only politically but also economically 
and socially. Meany were thore who no longer felt safe, and fled. 
‘ve figured that there must have been at least fifty of then, 
especially from the Tzayang area. Those who were caught while 
fleeing were sent to >rigon. The only ones who still commanded 
resv-ect in the valley seemed +o be the Lolos. ‘when invited to 
abanéon their customs and ugar7es and completely adant themselves 
to everything Cnineee, they, who un to thet time hrd been without 
a leader, held a mecting end elected a king, with creat rejoicing 
emid festivitieer anf parcdes. 

I heard someone aey that it wes the Communiets who wanted the 
Loloa of Moeimien to heve a leadereking; it may even be that this 
ia true, because through this king the Cornuniate later had contrel 
over all the Loloa of the valley. However, on that cocesion everye 
one wag amazed to see thot not # single one of the lolos was withe 
ont a gun! Ferhase it wae because of this that the Comruniats 
trented them with every resnect; but It was only a matter of 
nrudence, for later they, too, had to submit to the lawa of sharing 
the land.... 

An acknowledgement which st that time vea on everyone'a lips 
wie tote: "THE GOMPUNTISTS DO NT MILLI", and in the varied commenta 
4t waa said that ~-erhans the ecod sense of the Chinese would in the 
end preveil over the Comveuntet soirit and chenge it. “thers cone 
sidered tauis fact a sign of ~-rudense: "The Comeunist fear an ire 
ritated sonuletion becruse they sre not yet stzonze cncugh." It was 
seid that in the “‘onekong mountains, where the niesionary Fr. Charrier 
wag etetioned, and in the Youtone valley, >eonle were still free 
and willing to fight. 

Then one day news came of the wsr in Korea; peeple were whisper 
ing sbout the imv-ending errival of the Nationalist troops. The 
Mogimien valley was astir, everyone was ewEere of it and everyone's 
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thourhts went back to the days of freedom and pence, 80 suddenly 
gone forever, Infect, everyone had forebosings that what had 
teken place thus far wna nothing in comparifon with wheat was yet 
to come. 

Gunger was rampent here ond there. The houseetao-ncouse census 
ineluded a detailed inventory of everything one nosressed, include 
ing euch thinga aa chickens, ‘And the veonle, in silent but eloe# 
cuent protest, Killed & great number of chickens. Taxea were then 
added to thie eyatematic procesa of Jerauveration: first the taxes 
due the old sovernment, then the new taxes needed by the new 
rulera.... I saw with my own eyes some femilies who fed themselves 
on macersted tree roote, 

nea ta retigion, we were not molested until Christmas of 1950. 
On that cecasion the Toristieans come vith unusual zerl. That 
night I went ur to the Tittle Seminary of Lamas and there I found 
the Ly or headman of the village of ‘.amas. He war sad ag he saw 
ominous forebodings in the cir. He 7id not know whether or not to 
flee. The Communists were clready looking for something he could 
be cherved with, After all, he was a pood Christian, and the 
thought of his wife, a lous woman, and hia five young children 
prevailed upon hin, and I can see him now aa in that holy night he 
caid to me in resignation; “we must have patience! God knows 
everything!" 

{Notation in pen and ink: “Be natient, because here in Northern 


Italy I have so many things to do each day. Hearty greetings!/ 
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THE TRIUMOH OF HATRED 

At the beginning, the Comruniete engared in casual converse 
tion here an¢@ there, on the ctreets, in the hoves, 4uring work in 
the fielts; but little by little everyone understocd that it was 
"necessary" to listen to them. Thus, the famous lectures became 
the order cf the day, or, to sey it better, the ceople's "daily 
bread." Lately, life was reevlste2 to this voint: 5 a.m., rising; 
then, poing te work in groups (for esch vrou of ten workers, one 
waa held resronaible for the work of the cthere' for the whole day; 
at 7 0.m., lecture urtil @ o.m., and often until ll r.m, Those who 
wanted to be excused heat to have a very pood reason, The nightly 
Lectures served to keen control of all the men, whe were thua pre- 
vented from meeting in conventicles. 

The bisis of all gsreeschee vse, #8 a geanersel rule, hatred: tne 
hetred of the gervent for hia master, cf the occr for the rich, of 
the wagan for the Christien, of the Chinere for the European. Very 
often, but not nlweys, it was porsible to tell from the tone of the 
lecture how things vere ering, Por exomple, they would say first 
that foreieners vere to be kicked out; then, they would say that, 
in our work of ofring for the lenere, we deserved admiration and 
could not be replaced! ‘it evening, every little rlace nad ite 
lecture on resulerly scheduled subjects. Then, once every two 
monthe or nwo, all the renregentatives cf the e.ole vere invited to 
several days of real retreat with secret lectures, eon their ree 
turn they were imbued with renewed enthusiasm. 

Townrd the end of 1050 tne leetures vere in foll sing and tha 
geople had already lost a reat teal of the resect one feels 
toward his maeters, hie oerents, his elders znd venerally toward all 
social clusses which differ from his own. JI recall the cose of a 
young boy, one ef our orvhans, who had been adonted by a macter 
eebinetmaker snd whe, softer the sdvent cf Comsunism, talked back to 

nis 
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his edortive father and ented by running away from hone. 

with regnrd to 3antong, who was considered er criminal and an 
exploiter of the neople, rumors beran to circulate to the effect 
that the pennle were by now strong enough to try hin end rset the 
hand of justice uxon nim, if they wanted to do so. Indeed it was 
not diffiteult for the Cornuniat leaders, always looking for charges 
apainet anyone, to find some vreraones who wanted Sangtong and others 
nut to desth. And so it vas “ecreed! 

From Kaneting, Sangtonge, Centetse an’ three others were 
brought back to Mosimien by way of Louting. On the “okanlin 
mountain, facing Mosimien, Centetse aliphted from hie horse and 
suddenly dived headlong into s deep ravine, To -~revent the other 
four from joing likewise, they were tied tovether; but ahortly 
therenfter the escorting soldiers ren into two fugitives from 
Mogimien oné, while they were busy arresting them, the four dived 
resolutely into the ravine, oreferring that Kind of death to the 
tortures in the cublic scuare, 

in “ogimien the whole perulation waa exrecting them and was 
Aigannoointed, However, there rere saneeches just the sine, revclete 
with insults for the riering men; ané there were algo volleys of 
minfire, s¢ if the men hed been there, It wae the evening of 
Jenuary 10, 1961. 

About february 20, the "'ndere?refect of Loutingkiao came to 
Vogimien on A very confidential mission, When he left, on Februe 
ary 25, the local orisons were literslly filled to capacity. We 
reelived then that, the valley having been left without actual 
leaders, the Communists intended to do away with anyone who might 
possibly become a leader in cxsea of an insurrection. Among those 
aeived were the ruler and the head of the village of temas, both of 
whom ord been tried by tne »eonle's court and found “annocent of 


any guilt, ® 


After 
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After many days of concern over their lot, on Merch 19 4 
number of rersons, among whom was Ly, the head of the village of 
Lamas, were brought, barefoot, to a large field. They were tied 
to voles and the vonulation was invited to show ita wreth at them 
by snitting in their faces, insulting then, slapping them, throwe 
ing pails of boiling water at them.... This revolting scene was 
also witnesred by the children. Finally, at 1:00 ».m., the coup 
de grace vs.8 administered on the nepe of the neck to each of the 
doomed veraons. Soon thereafter, the Franciscan Siaters Missione 
ary of Mary, who har-ened to pass by, ran into a horroreatricken 
lad who begred them to show 4im which one waa his father, for he 
wanted to kiss him one last time. It was Ly'a little boy; he 
could no longer recognize his own father, for the death plow on 
the nape of the neck had bedly disfigured the unfortunate men. 

Crying was not vermitted during the executions because it was 
locked uvon as a sign of disanproval! A woman who wags seen erying 
was gent for 15 days at hard labor! when the executions were 
over, the dead bodies were left there for their respective relae 
tives to take them and bury them with full ceremony, if they so 
wished. 

Tne goerhead sifpnal hed been eiven, and from that day there 
were executions at least every other week. 

Our hearts ached every time we met groups of three, four or 
more prief=worn women who tried to console one another over the 
d@isapnesrence of their beloved ones. We figured that the number 
of those who hea been executed in nublio in “osimien must have 
been at least thirty. 

Fleeing became almost imroasible in the winter of 1950-51. At 
the mountain pasees and here and there along the roads and beaten 
paths the Communists had rlaced sentries, or egentea of the Party, 
or other trusted persongse-men and women. Anyone who passed by wea 

stopned 
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atopped and cuestioned: where was he coming from? where was he 
going to? what aid he have with him? etc., etc, I shall not 
forget very easily the insolence with which a woman addressed me 
ae I had almost reached the entrance to the Little Seminary of 
Lamas: "where are you going?*® I did not reply and went on; to 
her angry protests, as I wae entering the Seminary, I retorted in 
Italian; “Go jump into the lake!" Evidently she was satisfied 
when she saw with her own eyee where I was going. 

In order to leave the town it was necessary to have a permit 
iasued by the Party. These road controls had also ancther >urvose: 
that of preventing the rich (actually, though, everybody) from 
hiding their treasures in the mountains or elsewhere in their efe 
forta to save them from the rapaciousness of the new masters, 
“Preasures" meant gold, silver, money, jewela, clothing, opium, 
food, dry goods, farm tools, weapons; in other worde, everything. 
Everything now belonged to the State, and no one had the right to 
keep anything for himaelf, 

The military aspeot of the struggle kept apace with political 
procedure: the nonuletion would be roused to enthusiasm by the 
promise that within five years Communism would rule over the entire 
world. To us Italiana they spoke directly: ‘Soon we shall go to 
liberate Italy also.“ In 1960 there was such talk about the war in 
Tibet and the forthnooming conquest of India. But no further mene 
tion was made of India in 1951. However, at least two celebrations 
were held in rejoicing over the conquest of Tibet. I remember one 
of the erisodes of thie war: suddenly the news was spread that the 
Communist armies in Tibet were in difficulty; mules and horses were 
dying from hunger, the men were dying from cold. Everyone waa 
forced, in Mosimien algo, to turn in a proportioned auantity of 
firewood and rice straw, to be delivered in all haste to collection 


centergesthe straw for the horses and the firewood to warm the 
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Of the war in Tibet we knew only whatever rumors circulated 
among the people: nothing certain and official. 

One day, it seemed that the Conmmruniats head suffered a severe 
defeat near Bateng. Reinforcements, marching without reat night 
and day, were sent there within a few days; but then everything 
returned to normal, 

About Korea, it was being said at one time: "fhe Americans, 
kneeling down, have asked us for peace, We will give it to thea, 
but we must take advantage of thie little peace (armistice) to arm 
ourselves even more, to buy weanons, cannons, tanke and planes. The 
Americens are beginning to weaken; one more blow and we shall drive 
them out of Korea, * 

On the besisa of auch talk ae this, an office wae opened in 
Mosimien algo, as in all the towne of China, to receive voluntary 
offerings (money, corn, rice) for the arming of China. There was 
also in the town the office for "World Peace", where everyone was 
expected to go voluntarily and affix als signature. For all prace 
tical purposes, there was no freedom: every office kept a register 
of, and the Communist Party kept a check on, who had appeared and 
who had failed to anvear, and the consequences were not rcleasant 
for the latter, 

Someone naked where they exnected to buy the tanke, the guns 
and the planes, and the rerly was: “Even in Americar. * 

There was a great deal of talk about building airfields not 
only in China but also in Tibet. A location frequently mentioned 
in thie connection was Kantse (100%S2° E, Greenwich), and the 
latest rumors were that the sirfield there had been completed. 
Lately, planes flying at very nigh altituces passed over “osimien 
quite frequently, and it wes ssid thet they were going to Tibet, 
to the Kantee sirfield.... 

The 
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The contributions in material things were soon followed by 
those in personal services, with the 4natitution of the voluntary 
military levy. A@ many young men as noseible were taken from eaoh 
family, excluding only the sick and the sone of lepers. A little 
read signboard with the mame of the new recruit was given to hie 
family to hang in a prominent place in his home, Actually, the 
families, when not seen, cried over the departure of their beloved 
ones as though they felt that these young boys would never come 
back, The Communists said that these new soldiers would remain in 
the town; actually, one month or so after their recruitment they 
were sent to Tibet. Later, some of them returned from Tibet but 
were sent to other places; some veople said against the rebels of 
Mongkong; others, against the independent Lolos of Taeleangechan; 
still others, to Indochina and to Korea. 

The soldiers write home very rerely; that is why their families 
consider them dead as goon as they leave. 

More than 300 of them left the Moaimien valley. But the 
trouble did not end with the drafting of these men; every once in 
a while the Communiste would "invite" someone to become a truck 
Ariver, or to specialize in some branch of the industry, and go to 
fareaway places. And one had better accept those invitations! 

Also, the population was continually invited to volunteer its 
services in the construction of the freat military roads. People 
were given all sorta of promises; but we learned later that they 
received barely enough food, and that their pay was being withheld 
from month to month with the greatest of ease while they were riske 
ing their lives amid an eatonishing waste of explosives used in 
blasting. 
| At Loutingkiao, in the course of one evening we heard hundreds 
of blasts. The shortage of volunteers wae made up with forced labor. 


Of the people of Mosimien, more than one died in these largeescale 
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road construction works. The road from Jagaan to Tatslienlou was 
widened twice its original width, and it was rumored that the 
Communists intended to extend it to as far as.... Lassa! 

Fully realizing the dangers of their deadly program and almost 
certain that an insurrection was to be expected, the Communists 
had foreseen everything and made preparations therefor. 

First of all they forbade everyone, except those who had 
special authorization, to possess weapons of any kind. "ollowing 
this ben, whoever was found in unauthorized possession of weapons 
wea forthwith sentenced to death. 

Then, all land immediately adjanent to the roade and surround- 
ing the town wag cleared of trees and underbrush, so as to make 
ambushes impossible, 

The postal service was immediately taken over by the police. 
Many letters and emsll parcele from my family were confiscated, as 
were many letters I sent to my confréres. However, they regularly 
Gelivered L'OSSERVATORE ACMANO three months after the date of issue. 
From time to time they would let a letter pese through, in order te 
give the impression that the postal service wes free. The same 
control, or even worse, prevailed over the mail cf the Chinese 
people, which presented no language difficulty, as did our mail. 

The p'lice alao controlled all bank operationa; therefore, 
they knew jJuat now much money every pergon in town received. 

Then, there was the box for anonymoua reporte; it was placed 
at the entrance to the town, it was kept locked and wee always 
under the watchful eyes of the Party. 

Espionage was not greatly developed, but durely existed. One 
evening Fr. Richard, of the Little Seminary of Lamas, notieéd@ that 
& man was hiding under his window in order to listen to his con= 
versation; upon being discovered, the man jumped over the garden 


wall and disappeared. 


Mosimien 
Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 
RESTRICTED 


Approved For Release 200 gig Qn xy Gb eFROP83-00423R000300500003-0 


~260 


Mosigsien had no prison house; the Comcuntats built two of 
them and everyone knew that they made use of torture and thirde 
degree questioning in order to extort confessions, ac@uesatione and 
names of associates. Those who came out of the prison trembled at 
the thought of what they had seen and refused to talk about it. 
However, one of them told us, among other things, that in winter 
time the Communist myrmidons of the law would pour ice-cold water 
down the prisoners’ backs. The prison was dark, smelly, damp, with 
low ceilings. ‘The relatives of the prisoners were under compulsion 
to feed them, but before passing food on to the prisoners they had 
to eat part of it in the presence of the guards, to make eure that 
it was not poisoned. 

On one occasion some of the prisonerg succeeded in escaping 
from the prison and took to the nearby mountains; but hunger forced 
them to come baok, One of them was immediately beheaded and his 
head wag exhibited in the public square; the others were again 
locked up and subjected to increased hardship. 

Tne local Communist Party had available a special courier 
service composed of children who, at a moment's notice, were ready 
to dash to any destination, ewiftly and faithfully. By means of 
this system the Comauniste are able alwaya to keep in contact with 
one another. 

The office of the Communist Party, which supplied to the town 
the combined services of our town hall and chief of police, had a 
staff of some ten persons, more or less; they wore blue suits and 
took care of themselves quite well, at the expense of the »ublic. 

It wag they who organized the big lectures and who decided on 
the aubjects to be treated each day at the nightly lectures, 

in this kind of seteup the people were unable to move and, in 
a fatalistic sense, they accented the whole situation. 
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ICIAL JUSTICE 

fhe Comrunists divided the veople into various categories, 
Listes of these various categories were made out and posted for 
nublic notice. First came the rich landowners with tenants, then 
the rich without tenants, followed in order by the welletoedo, tne 
mere workers, the poor, the wretohed.... Everyone knew his own 
cutegory is well as thnt of everyone else. 

The first provision to be adopted was a law compelling the 
landowners to refund to their tenante the desogits they had re- 
celved from them at the time the tenants were fiven possession of 
the land, The manner in which this law was aprlied wae contrary 
to human princiries, Those who hed given paper money demanded the 
refund in ailver! Worse yet, they demanded it within an unreasone 
ably short time. It must be pointed out here that in actual prace 
tice it waa impoasible for a landowner to receive even a small part 
of his tenant's crops--what with en infinity of taxes, which ine 
creased automaticelly ee he collected anything from his tenant. 

The Communists set up all their offices within the grounds of 
the Cetholic church in “Mosimien, also taking over the group of 
buildings which at one time had housed the Chinese Sisters and the 
@irls' orphanage, It tock them quite some time to get settled, and 
they wandered from building to building. They also set up an ofe 
fice of the tax collector, equipped with « brand new weighing 
machine, &lways ready. It was not a dependable machine: overfect 
for small weights, but inaccurate on heavy weiphts. ‘Therefore, 
payment of texea wos always a hanheavard affair, usually ending with 
the taxpeyer on the losing aide. Taxes are alwaya paid in the form 
of wheat, corn or rice. 

Then came the Draconian laws on shearing the wealth. ‘epre- 
sentatives of the veople, aprointed by the Comruniats, called on 
the very rich, the rich, and the well-to-do, on the basis of 
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specially prepared lista, taking inventory of everything and then 
taking away all or part of the booty, according to the "people's" 
verdiot rendered by the Communists. All the things confiecated 
were deposited in a pagoda (Tasasu) which served &8 & storehouse, 
and on certain days the Communists dlatributed them to the popula- 
tion. The large silver coins, however, were retained and turned in 
to the government; in fact, there was an order to withdraw them 
from circulation and turn them in to the bank in exchange for Come 
munist paper currency. It was said at thet time thet all that 
silver waa earmarked for Russia to pay for armaments and economic 
aid, Hiding anything was considered stealing and was severely 
punished, as waa anyone who destroyed anything. ‘The government 
owned all things; therefore, hiding something amounted to stealing 
it; destroying 1t amounted to damaging government property. 

Many were those who, having sud‘enly become vaupers after 
having worked hard all their livea, committed suicide. We estimated 
that over twenty such cases occurred within a few montha. 

All those who came into dispute with the authorities, or who 
were deemed “unjust,” ‘oppressors of the people," or “exsloiters of 
the people," eto., were committed to public trial and subjected to 
insult, beating and torture. 

The guilty person would be placed, in a kneeling cosition, in 
the middle of the public aquare and all those who had a real or 
alleged grievanoe againet him would come in turn in front of him 
and would charge him with his misdeeds, after which they would spit 
at him, beat him and mistreat him. If he had been granted that much, 
the culprit could answer with coliteness ana humility, but aa to the 
rest, he was not nermitted to react in any way. A Communist leader 
supervised the proceedings and saw to it that everything went along 
nicely, Only the allegedly injured parties hed the right to wive 
vent to their feelings; the others could not, unlesa recuested to do 
so. There was a graduated scele of mistreatment, its dJerree 
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depending upon the accused person, the mood of the rublio, the 
supervising Comrunist leader, and partioulerly the nature of the 
charges. 

Generally, the Comnunist leaders are ruthless while gathering 
evidenoe, whereas in public they appear to be quite moderate 
persons. Fakers! 

In some cases the mistreatment was inhumanly cruel, A poor 
devil went through the torture of having bamboo snlinters etuck 
under his fingernails.... Many were those who died as the result 
of severe beating. I recall one S3i-haiekin, who, coming from the 
trial, fell to the ground right in front of our eslectrio power 
etation and died. The Comauniete vromptly stated: ‘We did not 
kill him!* 

And &11 this went on while vublic announcements were repeatede= 
ly being made of laws forbidding "beatings" and allowing one to 
juetify hia own actions....! We always found thie duplicity bee 
tween "covernment® law and Communiat "oructice," noting that the 
ruling vower la reslly in the hands of the varty. , 

These people's trials alao brought a wave of auicides, as had 
been the case with the shering of the wealth. Entire femillee were 
wined out by this system in 4a very short time, 

The political, military and social strife took such violent 
forms from Christmas 1960 to ‘ester 1951 that there was almost no 
family left which had not suffered death, or imorisonment, or 
forcible military service, or disastrous loss of pvroverty. Tears 
were running in torrenta. 

The inatitution of the femily ned lost ite importance: the 
men who were still availeble were alweys under party obligations; 
they would be called to work on collective orojects, or to attend 
lectures, or tc rarticivete in ~lunterings of homes, or to arrest 
their former friendgeeall of which kent them always away from home, 
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At times they returned home in the evening Just long enough to eat 
abite, then they would leave again in a hurry. 

People worked for fear of not having enough to vay the taxes. 
The women, too, had to work in order to make up for the many hours 
loat by the men in satisfying the foolish demands of varty life. 

The Christians soon found themselves faced by « grave dilemma; 
either to obey or to onnose the Communiste. In preparing the liste 
of peasants who were to pillage the »ropverty of this or that rich 
person, the Communista purposely included the nemes of a few 
Christiens. These would come to us for sdvice: "We do not wish to 
steal," tney would say, “but what can we do? If we refuse to go, 
we will be treated ae friends of the enemies of the people!" And 
60 it waa in many other cases, 

& few of them succeeded, in a nice way, in being excused; many 
of them, however, did go, and in the division of the loct there were 
those who experienced a feeling of sati&8faotion, 3ut there were 
also those who, deep in their hearts, felt that they should, as soon 
&a possible, return to their legitimate owners what was not theirs, 

But these are exactly the things Comrmunism strives for; sharing 
the wealth; trials by people's courts: capital punishment; keeving 
the men as long as possible away from their families; to have ag | 
meny versong as possible involved in the misdeeda of Communism; to 
Qestroy fumily love; to make the maases aware of their brutal strength 
which recognizes no reason, no nobility, no honest wealth. 

In the course of a few months we witnessed some amazing changes 
of heart. But Mosimien, too, did not go without the classical Come 
munist purges. At the beginning the Communists even made use of 
persons with a very bad reputation; then it was learned that this 
one had been exvelled from the party and that one hed fallen into 
disgrace, In Lamas, a newcomer into the Communist Party was put to 
death on the strength of chrrges, brought by other Communists, that 
he had taken advantage of his office to ateal. Individually, the 
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Communists are peraones that can be dealt with; but as soon as you 
have to deal with two of them together, one fears the other and 
both become unylelding. The Communists are unjust by nature; but 
if one of them is officially accused by another of belng unjust, 
or of seeing things in 4isapreement with the leaders’ nointa of 
view, then they become relentless. He is punished without meroy! 

Within a few months every social iebl en had been solved! 
Everybody was a servant of the Government, which was the absolute 
master of everyone an‘ everything. Orders and countereordersg were 
accepted without complaint. And with the same indifference, or, 
to put it better, a sense of "fatalism," the people waited for the 
longeheralded shiring of the land, although it was actually already 
under way since the Communists had arbitrarily taken land away nere 
and given it away there according to their own particular sense of 
justice. Lesatly, I want to wanton the case of Mr, Sie, our nelghe 
bor. Having underetood the situation, he donated almost all his 
lands to his neighbors...perhanes in tacit agreement with them. 

RHE 
SHE _R&LIGIOUS STRUGGLE 

Mao Tsae-tung had replaced God in everything; veople thought 
of him and sang his >raisesa, morning, noon and nipht, To tell the 
truth, Stalin was not spoken of a great deal. All other religions 
were being eliminated. Some of the famoue nagodse of the erea, such 
aa that of Taeasu, were converted into warehouses, and the pagan 
children were taught to teke the idols from their homes into the 
atreeta and crush them with atones. 

Not far from Otangtse, a vagoda was converted into a school and 
&ll the idole kept in it for veneration were smashed and thrown away. 
The bonzes were dismissed and ordered to return to their families 
and go to work in the fields. 

We hoped that some substantial change for the better might take 
place before the time set by the Com-uniasts for the comclete 
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eredication of the Catholic religion (three years); meanwhile, all 
of us, except Fr. Egidio M. Foghin and Pr. Stanislaus, who re- 
mained in Mosimien, one as pastor and the other as male nurse, 
settled in the leprosarium and eet up temporary offices there. 

The Communists were “sonred stiff® of the leprosarium, and 
thia permitted ue to live in relative peace, ‘Ye had undertaken the 
building of a new convent in Otangteae. We felt the need for it 
because the old Chinese house which we had been using as living 
quartere no longer offered any protection againet rain and the 
elements and was in danger of collapsing, since all ite beams were 
rotten; also, our community had increased in number and we were 
never able to have the whole family together on some occasion. 
Firat we took care of the lepers, of the Sisters' Convent, of the 
church... and now, after twenty years, we also thought of ourselves, 

If I am not mistaken, we moved into the new House Convent on 
November 22, 19650, which was a 3aturday. 

The new quartera were not completely finished inside, but 
every day we worked on something. This kept our minds occupied and 
diverted our thoughta from the reign of terror which had gripped 
the country. The Comrpuniatea came often to watch us work as masons, 
carventers, painters, farmers. But the Communists feel that even 
work ig a useleas thing. If you do net work, you are lagf$; if you 
work, it is because, being rich, you wish to hecome richer. And if 
you think that the Com-uniste can be converted by good deeds, you 
are greatly pisteken: if you are a scoundrel, they proadcast it to 
the four corners of the earth: if you are a saintly person, they 
maintain that you are a criminal in silk gloves, Againet the Come 
muniste there is but one doubleeedged and extreme remedy: to pray 
and to fight, putting into the fight all our sniritual and physical 
strength, even our very blood, without commromising$ 

The 
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The Comcuniat leaders-ewho at the beginning fooled the people 
by working in the fields, but now saw no more need for it and 
passed their time idling in their officeg-«would teach the little 
girle of the Catholic church Orphanzge the Comrunist songs; then 
they would send one of the little Girle to Fr. Egidio, who had 
been relegated to a small straw hut built inside the church next to 
the main entrance, to mock the good Father: “Come, Father, the 
Communists want you to carry the ganure to the fields...! Come!... 
and she would run away laughing! 

The men whe worked for us always drew better pay than anywhere 
else, Had we committed any injustices, we surely would have been 
called down, but this never occurred, However, owing to the fact 
that the Communists were against the Tupopeans in generaleeand the 
fatholio missionaries in partioular, whom they fought overtly and 
covertly,-ewe found that the men were afraid to work for us because 
they feared being seen by the Communists. But most of the work had 
been done by now, and we went on alone? 

When the Communists issued the law to the effect that the 
landowners could not demand any tribute from their tenants, we prow 
oeeded to cultivate by ourselves a piece of innd, producing, thanks 
to the Lord, enough food for our needa, 

At the time the Jomruninata oame to Mogimien, the town had the 
following institutions; schools (for boys and for girls); orphane 
agee (for boys ané for girls); one phermacy;: the convent for the 
Chinese Sicters; the church; the rectory. Also, there was a house 
where & number of poor neople, old and blind, were kept, 

In Otangtse there was the leprosarium, with an ever-increasing 
number of vatients: in 1948, the inmates numbered 150; in 1981, 
when ve left, their number had risen to 292. 

Near the village of Lanes there was the Little 3eminary in 
Fr. Richard's cherge, with about ten seminarists,. 
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Up to Christmas of 1950, there was a continuous succession of 
visita and inspections. At the leprosarium, they asked for one 
list after ancther until they had us Alzsy. They demanded full 
identification of each inmate, the case history, the treatment 
given and to be given, Resides, they reauested an inventory of the 
supply of drugs and a list of those of ordinary use. Sut where 
they really showed their inner seivee vas in their oonetant efforte, 
at times made with cleverness and at tines in the cpen, to find cut 
where we got the meane of keeving our 300 lepers. Who was the 
manager? Where 414 nie funds come from? Who wee giving so much 
money? Was it the American or the Italian government? Or were 
they private donations? Did we have any gold hidden in the 
leprosarium? And ao on and eo forth ad infinitum. 

In order to answer e11 such questions in the name of us all, in 
December Fr. Joseph went to see the underprefect in Louting. The 
Communist official spared neither admonition nor threat, caring 
little for the real problem facing the lewnrosarium: the caring 
for the lepers. 

Blood and g@old: this was the unantisfied hunger of the 
Communiata! 

Following a polite request, in the fall of 1950 we nad to turn 
over to the Communists one section of the achool building, then 
ancther rocm for the collection of the taxes and the storing of 
wheat and other graine. As was easily to be expected, they ended by 
taking over almost the entire Mission building, a thing which vas 
finally accomrlished in Sentember 1961. 

On the feast of the Holy Innocents, by trickery sand force they 
aleo occupied the church. They disnlayed the victurss of Mao and 
Tohoute, they rang the bells and, beaning with Joy, they held in it a 
number of lectures, Then the Father had to clean up the mese they 
had left and all was as peaceful as before; to nut it better, the 
Father should never opnose them whenever they saw fit to hold other 
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fhe church in Mosimien waz in a dilepidated cenditicn and needed 

much repair; it was not well suited te the needs of the Communiste, bee 
cause in winter it was difficult te heat and in summer it lacked ventila- 
ticn, ite ceiling being too low, But we found out that the Communist rre- 
gram ecntained this rrevision: at least cnce, Cormunist lectures and 
meetings were te be held in every church and chapel, even in crivate 
charels, Their precise objective was the prefanstion of these sacred 
places, They also went to the crivate chanel cf the Senin ry in Uemag, 
where they not only held lectures but even slept on the altar. 

Their oratcry wes, as expected, directed toward the ‘mericans 
and toward us, whem they censidered the agents ef foreign inn-rialise. 
Religicn was a thing invented by the Suropeans; instead of vraying, which 
serves no -urpese, it was far better to work. 

Towerd the middle ef January 1951 611 of us foreigners, brethers 
and sisters of the religious comm :nities, were celled to “outingkiac by 
the volice authorities, each of us te give an account, beth orally end 
in writing, of his er her life from birth to date. It seamed a simple 
matter; instead, the first reund of yuesticning teok one full week, then 
came encther reund which lested four days, On this occasion, they held 
our -asccorts and erdered us not to go around calling on Chinese hemes, 
tut to remain always in cur ow quarters or in the Lepresarium, thus 
preventing us from carrying out any apostolle work, “hen we were civen 
this order, an cld Cemnunist was visibly rleaaed and was laurhing; rr. 
Joseph dared to roint cut that "anyone is free to believe or not te 
believe in Ged." whereupon the officer in charge (wa learned ister that 

ineensed 
he was a Christian) became/an:’, with tongue in cheek, reterted: “Your 
religien apoila the heart of the C:inege rec-le!" 

je venngetera ware considered insufficiently acuetnted ith the 
Chinese lencurge and were somevhct s-sred during the questicnins, ‘e 
had tc use interpreters to give an eacecimt of cur lives in writin:. The 
Communtiets gleeted over finding seme error or discrenancy in cur written 
sheets; in such cases, they vould order us to becin all over as a 
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runishment -- and there was a charge for each sheet of -aper used, 

*e returned to Otangtse on Jenusry 23, ‘he following day, & herd 
of ma:imen broke inte the lecresarium, ‘%e had bean ordered seme time hack 
te refund the femcus deposit to cur tenants, and the Co:vw. ste had made 
the rounds exrgverating the value of it, 

it sheuld be kept in mind that the leased land belonged to the 
Vicariete and not to us, end that the meager returns hed to be shered by 
the leproscrium, the schorcla, the erphene an! the seminary. 

’@ nad ne money te pay for this truly enermous form of taxaticn, 
Oar first ucve wes to bring the matter te the attention of the Bishop, 
with Commnist permission, 4 zood old man, a Christian, was sant te 
Kangtin ;, but on the Yak akhen meuntsing his feet became frozen and he 
ended up in s hospital. Then ur, ly, a schoolteacher, went to Kanzting; 
but the meney which the Bishop had requested from abrosd (with rolice 
rermissicn) for the psyment of the taxes had not yet arrived st the bank, 
and it was necessary to wait for it, 

In “losinien, the Communista were furious; they did net intend to 
weit any len ver or “isten to gny reason, They come to the lepresarium 
and tock Pr. Floriane end Pr. Gentile awey with then es hestages, They 
tock them to Tzeyang, [n all truth, they did not ristreat them, hut hed 
then petani/neeriite people's trial efter wiich ceme the werning; "If you 
do net make up your «ind and -ay your taxes, we will do the same to “OU, 
or even worge!* 

It was then that we decided not to weit for the money from the 
Vierriate and netified the Ceomuniats that we would rey the texea with 
whatever we had, 

Thus, on February 1, amid a great iis-lay of Weapons, der ra, 
spears, and guns, the Ceamunists came and took away everything they decmed 
more valuable, after putting ea ridiculcusly low price en it, Their beety 
included blankets, clothes, kitchen utensils, olive cil, sult, corn, etc., 
ete, sinilar cperations were conducted at the fesinien ‘issicn and at the 
Little Seminary of Lamas, 

Only on these conditions we were able to secure the release of the 
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ef the Communist leeders, then it was given to the varicus tenenta 
according tc their stated claims, saturally, the Cermrist leaders did 
not neglect their own intereste..... 

At first sizht it would seem that the peccle weld benefit fron 
these depredeticns and come out richer; actually, the thought cf the 
thinga which were ruined because those wie tock them ha! ne need for then, 
or beceuse they were thrown here and there witheut any care, 1a indeed a 
heertbreaking experience, Te ssy notuing of all the things which were 
nidden away end then left there to ret, or of these which in spite of 
severe rencities, were curpcesely destroyed by their owners who were abcut 
tc lose them. And the persens whe received ~«art of the “berty" were net 
considered the owners of it, but sim-ly as "custodians" o “trustecs”, 
reanensible te the governient, It should not be forgotten that the nen 
were very freyuently awey from their femilies, traveling here and there, 
when they were not -ervanently away after having “Jeined" the arvy cr the 
forced-lebor gengs. It will be understcod, then, thet the depre sticns | 
and redistributions were among the many things designed te focl the reorle; 
the things changed place but their real owner cid tot change, es ~roved 
by the fect thet the Communiste tock them back whenever necessary. They 
kept iterized inventories of everyting, and any time they needed scmething-- 
a terol, a cig, a horse, etc. -- they just went wherever it was an! teo: it, 
There were :e longer rich peorle er -cer -eeple: there were only ‘sen 
serving the governvent in everything", with all their earthly -cssessicns, 
Thus, socisl preblems ac lenger existed, 

desnwhile, starvation was in store for us uwiless the sood Christiana 
hel~ed us secretly. The Communists watched evary person who breucht us 
something and increased 1is taxes, er.uing: “He has se much that he cen 
give it awey to foreigners....{" 

“@ began to worry abecut the fate of the 39°C lepers, “0 would 
provide for them under these conditions? and we saw the inevitable end: 
hunger would drive then to reballion; the; would run away fro: the 
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Lepreserive: in search of food, ani the Commu tats would held us responsible 
for it. We would end up in prison eni the reor levers would ali be «illed 
in the streetae 

As cur sup,.lies ran lower snd lower, thre lerers cn. the comcunity 
effered their ccaseless nrayers to St. Joseph. 

In reply to our repeated nleadings, the under--refect ef Leiting 
curtly informed us that he was assuming ne responsibility for the lerors 
and that we wenld find curselves in sericus difficulty if they left the 
Lepresariw: for any reason whatsoever. 

Thus cur fears aeemed te be confirmed. Comrletely cut off from the 
rest of © e world, we ceuld do nothing but nray and rray some more, ter ther 
with the lerers, 

On the eve of the feast of St. Joseph, Yerch 18, 1951, a letter 
came from the under-rrefect allotting to us a new sup ly ef wheat for the 
levers! Ught days later, on the cctava of the feast of St, .esevh, 
another new alintment] Time went by, snd on the feast ef the Hatrenege 
of St. Joserh, still another allcimentl cece 

fe received cnly wheet, and the lepers civo needed salt, firewcod, 
clethes, etc., atc.; but although this cuprly ef vheet wes renrer, its 
quality anything but good (it was mostly meth-esten), and the lepers needed 
so nany ct’ ar things, the danger of str rvation hed been cverceme and we 
sow this as en omen that St, Jeserh weld teke cere ef the necr le ers even 
4f we ne longer could, 


AGGA: 


from time to tive, by incredible menns, we received nens of the 
other missicnarisa of the Tieartate of Frngting, and it ws news thet 
often disturbed cur sleep and cur peace. 

ce learned that in every town, aven the sms1?rst village, pec le 
were being kiiled ruthlessly. ‘%e leurned that in the Yeutong valley, 
and in the cenjkeng mountains where Tr. Charrier ha his vissicn, somes 
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7,000 rartisana, without help from -utside, wera withstanding the con- 
tinucus attacks of the Communist army but ware decmed te certain destruction, 

Se Learned that in Xancting the old and sickly Bishep had been 
tried by a pecnle's court, had been -istreeted and tmoriacned. All the 
Chinese rriests, except cne, had alse been threwn inte rrison, and the 
youngest of them was kept in handeuffa night and dey. The cther foreign 
missicneries were being held unter survei!lance in their tivinz quarters 
eften consisting of “ne or twe reoms, and subjected to continueus inter- 
rogetions and searches, 

We learned that all the Christians who wented to or could defend 
th biship end the priests in the public trirls hed been arrested in si- 
vence; in fact, we learned that one itujenken was ‘ublicly insulted by 
his own son, whe accused him of being "a friend of the foreign bishep" 
and esked for his inv-ediate execution! 

with the Bishep in prison and all the Fathers and the cettar 
Christians rendered helpless, a Chinese Cathelic Church independent 
from naee e toutaenad in Fangting, Everything was under the directicn 
rf the velice, and the first objective cf this now deticnal Church wee 
nothing else ‘ut te seize ell the property and instituticne of the Yicsriate 
and to ask for the teath penalty or expblsicn from China for 211 the 
foreign nissionaries. 

(ne day wo learned that dao Tse-tung had been ssked whether it 
would be ad-isable ‘co have Megr. Valentin, the Binhep, execute’. He had 

acerrding 
reciied affirmatively according te acme, end negatively/te others. 

we learned elso of the desvicetle methods em loyed o> the Conrunist 
pelice, Seme miasicnary Fathers were meade to sit b e@ desk on which the 
policesen had laid their pistols and amuitiony in thet resitinn, eoraty 
were taken to show thet the sissicneries were in 1 lege! :ossessicn cf 


these weanons! 


“@ wer warned 
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We were warned alao that the police wanted to know the nenaing 
of every piece of reper, every hamiwritten notation found in the rcoms; 
therefore, it was prudent to jestro, every paper, every note, in crder 
to prevent unpleascat situations. 

ie learned thet the Franciscan dissicnary Sisters of Jeary in 
Kangting had bad their om Via Delorese, a lons ene indeed, end after 
being diapossessed ef everything, including the hospital, t ey had been 
banished from C:ina, : 

anether bit of news which caused us a grest deal cf sndness was 
that on the other side of the Tlong-ho River, in the Fulln area not far 
from us, cll the lepers hud been : assecred and threwn into quick] ime 
pits or set on fire after being seaked with gpaevoline. 

And we knew that all tuis news, a11 these ru ors, wer: true, 
absolutely true, At times the victins themselves sent it to us, in 
microscorie Llettardse. sec 

The theught of whet was in stare for us -- searches, canminnticns, 
tortures, rriscn, and perhaps death == was a real ageny. ‘Je were elwey! 
expecting the Coumumdst polices, At night we wer: not sure whether wo 
woulu sain see the light of day; in the aercing we did not know whother 
we would be still alive at sunset....{ (nly one thing was in cur fiver: 
we wore Tocited in a secondary area which was under the jurisiict’en of 
the special :olice office of Kangting; therefore, the Loenl Cenrmmimists 
could not teke metters inte their cwn hanis and act in aecerdence with 
their whims. But even so, cur future was uncertsin and derk. 

aie We were erlled by tae police to Louting, in Jenurry, te ‘ive 
accounts of our lives, we were given accomedaticas in a room of *re senc's 
residence, ‘Thet residence hod been taken over by the Cemmmists anc only 
two rcoms tad been ‘eft for the persenal use ec Fr, Heng whe was, te all 
curposes, & risener cf the Communists, continucusly watched ans ecnt -clled. 

fhe recm adjacent to curs wes the seat of tle Comaunist cell, and 
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we were separated from it only by a wocd rartition. 

During the ni-ht, there was continucus recket in that reom: 
singing, rlaying the victrela, laughing, and from time te time an 
interruption to ple: a scheme, held « trial, or take a decisicn... 

I remember the night of January 27, a Saturday: at abcut 9 
o'eleek, singing and record- laying ste: ped suddenly and everybody wes 
quiet. One by one the Communists (men and women) made their reckly 
eonfegsicn, rerorting the unusual cases ecourred to them and what their 
pehavicr had been in esch rarticular case, A man tried to justify his 
actiens and to blame other persens; but snot er man, surely a Christian, 
meade this remark: "You know well thet when wees cenfesaicn, yo tell 
the father ccnfessor your cw sing and not t'cse cf the others....4* 
gverybody laughed, 

weg 

The meeting/ resided cver ty en cld Communist. 

Almost torediately efter, we heard a sort cf court in session: 

a young Cevmunist hed brought his nether befere his leaders end ws 
saying: “She is always scolding me because I went to live as a rood 
Communiat, tiow shall I deal with her?" ie ieard some voices yel ings 
"seat her ur, beat her up!" ie accused her of amcking orium, but she 
denied the charges with grest ccurage. Minelly we heard the old leader 
say: “Ye must not forget t-st in China the lews of the gever: vent orler 
you to respect your rerents!" ve ceuld not understend how the metter 
ended, Then the music and tie singing sterted ell ever «gain. 

Teter, the necise sto-ped agsin, The leader begen te speak; “In these 
days the rich are hezinning to be «fraid thet they will lese their wealth, 
and at night they try to hide everything they ern, in the heuses of Tetends 
er ap in the meuntsins, We must watch the streets end the reeds, ccne 
tinueusly, and find cut what the -eople are eerryine with then as they 

go abmit.* Then came a few conments and remarks, and again the music, 
which was interrupted sbrurtly by the ap-earance cf a ccer devil who hed 


bean arrested 
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heen arrested for traveling from cne tow to ancther withe:t the reyired 
rapers. They treated him very harshly, and finally banded him cver te a 
eemrade who imrriscned ‘im in a recm near curs. “hen the cemrede returned, 
they asked hims "Did yeu Leck him up?"  Uron ‘is effirmetive rerly, the 
sin ‘ing and leughing and sneering were resumed, Then they sat down tc a 
geme cf ecards while singing the Internati-nale..... 

"Thies 4a what hapmend ev-ry night,” -cor Fr. ieng tel! use 

Frem that day on we realized that the streets ond roads were being 
watched twice as closely as before, In fect, it was forbi den te carry 
sealed letters from one tewn tc another, and any auch letters hed to be 
cpened and shown to anyone who wished to read them, “ikewise, it was for- 
bidden to send through the mail a sesled letter within ancther letter. 

There was ne deubt that the ncose was getting tighter every day, 
and we tried to resign curselves to the idea of the -iclent death trat 
probebly awaited us, Fr, Heng used te tell me: “I have no deubt that we 
shell be killed.... let us hope that they will sheot us. Sut verhaps they 
will crush cur heede with a reck..../" Then he would be cverceme ‘y a feel- 
ing of dejeotion that was heartbreaking. Many a time, while welking «long 
the walla of the leproasrium, I saw myself lined up ageinst the well end tre 
men of the firing aqued peinting their guns at mc! And the other nembers of 
the community, alse, st timea in a joking wey and at times in #11 eernestness, 
tried te become accustcmed te the idea of viclent deeth, 

Frllewing the rrecedure they had empleyed in Kangting, where they 
had arrested 611 the nore ccurageeus and influential Christians before 
acting agninat the Bishop, ene jdey the Ce munists arrested cur prector 
in ‘esimien and our teacher Ly at .cuting. Thus, our Fr. Eridic, the 
pastor in Hesimien, fou? himself isclated and like a lamb surrounded by 
hungry wolves, 

Little by little, the Cemaunista had taken over 411 the disaicn's 
buildings. First the schocls were closed, then the orvhanages, finelly 

the Chinese 
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the Chinese “isters were sent beck te their criginal tewns hore and 

there, where they were to renort to the Ce~sunist ehieftein and hand 

him a messege of tnteedustiGness: This messsge stated thet the bearer 

was oe Cathelic Sister, etc., etc. Tis sennt that it wos useless tr try 
te move scmewhere else and stert life anew... the Cemmunist nelice hed ite 
eyes on each one of those sisters and would fellow hor everywhere, 

In the Cathclic Miseicn of dcsimien only a few unfortunated:ere 
left, scer old -en who, up to that time, had been eared for by fr. Eridio. 
Instigated by the Cemmunists, these ncor creatures demanded from the 
Father a “selary" for the services they had rendered te him during so 
many years. Thus, Fr. Sgidio net only found himself in destitution but 
deeply in debt to these whem he, cut of genercaity, hai fed and kept for 
many yeers.... Unable to carry out the ministry of his rpriesthceod, sni cone 
tinucusly plagued by endless financiel rroblems, Fr. Egidio saw ne cther 
way cut than to retire to Otangtse, which he did towerd the end of Vay 
1951. 

By taking advantage of the freedom granted to him in order to 
ge to the lepresarium, Vittle by little he tr-naferred all hile persenal 
belcngings to our convent, finally cempleting the meving eparation in June, 

Fre. Stenisleue remained in Mosimien with his phermacy, #hich wes 
used alao by the Communists, There also remained a few cld persens, whe 
managed to steel every single thing that was left thers. 

One day the Communists invited ell the eld reonle of the icsinien 
valley to go to the "Greet cational Old Peenles' Jcme" in the city of 
Jagaan, which had renisced Kancting as the cariteal of Gikang. Scme of 
than went, others refused to go, and I do not know hew the matter ended. 

The Chinese 3isters hai always had with them an old Tibeten woman. 
On their dererture, they left te the pocr women a few things and + rig. 

For the old woman, that rig rerresented "everything", end she tock great 
care of it an) made calevlations in her mind,... but one dey fr, stanisleus 
found her erying in despair. ‘itheut saving even one werd te her, the 
Communist 
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Communiat hed taken awey the pig and killed it. “Co te Jagaan," they 
told her. But she iid not want to ge because in that lone the old veorle 
were not rervitted te pray and to die as Christians! 

Heanwhile, sevething of the same order was taking rlace in tle 
Little Seminary of Lamas, By rressure and direct or indirect threat, all 
the geminarists were forced to return to their families, Thee, teo, 
yielding to Communist instigation and taking advantage ef te errsecuticon 
of the foreigners, one of the servants demanded an unjust rayrent of salary 
before leeving. Orly Fr. Richerd, 4.E.P., rema ned there tegether with a 
truly admirzble old men who spent all his time in preyer. ‘cw much sr dness 
in that plece, once bustling with activity and the scurce of so much here! 
The peor Father could not stend it any longer and he, too, came in June to 
stay with us at Otangtse, which hed become cur voluntary but st the eame 
time inevitable ecncentretion camp. 

In the Commmnists, tie thirst fer blood goes hend in hand with the 
thirst for geld. They are robbers just es much eas they are curd rers, 

After having a cused our -cor preetor of all sorts of misdeeds 
and having inflieted upon him varicus sen‘ ences ranging from a few ~onths 
in orisen to deat , t-ey ceme on several eccasicns to Otangtse with the 
evident intention of extorting from us what little we still had left, 
bringing with them the poor man in handcuffs, like @ common criminal. 

The Cemeuniste teld us: "Your »rector must pay 7 tans 7S for taxes; 
4f the Father will pay for him, we premise to free hir, but if the #rther 
does net pay, we will kill hin." 

The elternative wes neither legical ner just; but since the 
Communists had stxted their stand for ev-rycne te knew, the result wes 
that the racple waited to see what the Father woul new do for t'is »oor 
man whe had served the Church for such a ‘ong ‘'me and had helped h'. cut 
of many 6 sredicament. Even theugh we were ~ct sure tiat the Cenmunists 
would keep their word, we raid the tax (cr sheuld T say the ransom) and, 


en August 24, 
RSTRICTED 


Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


Approved For Release 2093/40/23r:zGIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 
-fs - 
on August 24, 1951, the procter left Nosimien to serve a three-yerr term 
at hard lebor... 

At thig particular time the Communists were instigating as many 
nersons es they could to demand from us payrent of imaginery ‘ebta, all aged 
back salaries, ete, They would repeat: "The Fathers must go away!" snd 
the result was that many simpleminded recple were eager te lay their hends 
on the rrorerty left by the Fet ers. 

Time went by and every day the Communist program wes cleser to 
realization; there was nothing left but the famous “shearing ef the lend.” 
And we hed the good fortune te witness this sharing, which was a ‘ong and 
labericus process. 

First cf all they requested e11 landowners to turn in the deeds 
of their lands, then -- so it was seid -- all these deeds were burned. 
Every docucent pertaining to land owned had to be turned in, under the 
threat of very severe venalties, Then, 211 the land was surveyed. 

They came also te cur place; they stuck e little red flac in the middle 
of tue field and rroceeded to stretch the lines aleng the beundaries cf - 
our property. The result of the survey was written dow on a wocden tablet 
weich was later rosted on one cf the boundary lines. The survey ahewed 

cur orepert to be larger than it actuelly was, And this was the crse 
with meny other fields. Neturally, there were these whe crotested, snd 

the survey was made over and over, each time with a worse result. I do 
not recall whether our field was surveyed by 5, or 6, or nore different 
combissions, 

The injustice of these commissions was deliberate and -reords ined 
by the Communist chiefteins, In answer to the :suel con lainte, ene day 

the Communists came out with the statement t at they had the right te survey 

the land before distribution, and thet their findings woul‘ be finel, Thus, 

they preceeded to survey a11 the lands of the valley, and t.eir comrutaticna 

of the size of each prorerty always came cui larger than the actual «| 26crecce, 
in order 
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in erder to inecres:-e the yield of the land, to which hy»othatical rigure 
was aprlied the rule that three fourths of the yield were to be turned 
in to the State end the remaining cnefourth was left fcr the neeis cf 
the worker..... 

At this ncint we lost interest in the whele thing, since we 
realised that we had juat about reached the end of cur rope, 


Snr evesennnw, ol 


HSH 


On September 21, a dozen or so Cormunists, men and women, cume te 
the lepresariim accompanied ty the chief of poliee of Kengting, They 
snncunced that, in the name o° the Government, they were taking cover 
the lep-osariim end assuring the responsibility for ita eperation, 

They locked for every possible way to charge us with some nisdeed, 
finding nene, 

They demanded an inventcry of our perscaal belongings and cne of 
the things which we conaidered as belengin- te "the comeunity®, 7 
else demanded » list of £11 the medicines we hed and...exsetly how much 
money Wes in cur hands, 

They ordered Fr. Stanislaus immediately te close the rharmscy ia 
Mosimien end to hand ever all the medicines, which were then brouzht to 
Otangtse, where the Counumiste had taken over the Jisters! ecnvent, 

i.e were ordered to remain cenfined in cur quarters, and armed 
guerds were vosted at the door, night and day, to prevent us freis telling 
to the Chinese or dispesing of cur perscnal thinus, 

The lepers were lectured every dey and incited te turn ageinst 
us and demend that we leave the ecuntry. 

Every mornin. ani evening the levers ha: to attend meetings to 
ain; Communist scn-s, instead of rraying as they did befere; during the 
day they had to work.... 

At first, 
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At first, the lectures were held in the courtyard, ani then...e.. 
in the church, which new was nothing but a rublic mesating hall, as was to 
be exrected, 

They placed together men and women, beys and girls, leaving those 
who were gravely i111 in the most uncomfortable rocoma; they forbade the 
lighting ef fires for heating :urpeses and the kee. ing of focd breught 
to the levers by their relatives; they cut dow the weekly feod raticn; 
they tried to stir up the lepers by bringing up the most outwern and 
silly matters... 

God slone knows how many teare were shed in those daya by the rcor 
Lepera, who realized that t ey were doemed to be ki}led, if not iirectly, 
aurely indirectly by being deprived of the care they needed. 

The head ef the Comaunist commissicn was a veritable scoundrel; 
he stole the morchine intended for the lepers and used it himself, taking 
as “uch as 80 centigrame a day intrevencusly. Under the acticn of the 
drug, he wenld stand up in cublic and leunch e tirade against us. hen 
we discovered that he waa stealing the mor hine, xe formally reported him 
te the Communist velice, but we do net know shat wes the result of cur 
charges, 

w@ had been denrived of every right tc be ecncerned with the lerers, 
devrived of cur personal beloagings, and kept always at tie jsisrosal of 
the Communists, We exvected te end up in prison, Gm vUctober 4, 1951, 
at ocen, they interrupted cur meal and ordered us to assemble in a recon, 
arcthers and Sisters together, There, the Chief of Petice ordered uc in 
the name ef the Government te be cut of iiesimien by 10 e'clock of the 
followine dey. 

“niy three Sistere and three ‘riars were ordered to remain and 
wait for new crders, 

In devarting, we fully underateod thet the reo-le loved us and 
that those whe hated us were nly the leaders, because such hatred was 

a vert of their 
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On October 5, at 10:30 a.r., we Left under ~rlice asecrt. In 
saying zocd-by to these who were remeining, T heerd them say: “ray for 
us who rerhave shall dle." And the lerers tcld mez: * lease offer the 
Hely Jass for us when we are deed," 

Gn cur way, incredibly large crowds of reeple came furtively, 
fearing the pelice, from every ceuntry lane to bid us good-by. Foor 
reorle, their faces ware disfigured ae tears and agenies! 

Kach ene of us carried with hir, or her, a small velise filled 
with cerscnal things. ‘%e had se many thincs when we ceme, :nd nowte 
had tc leave like criminals, with only ea few personal effects.... “ut 
even if we had bean vermitted tc take nore with us, it weuld have been 
imaractical in view of the long trip and the presrect ef having te ecrry 
everythin. curaelves, 

At every city we hed to fill cut identificeticn ~arers, several 
times being re nested alse tc make an inventory of everything we had 
with us, 

4t every clty they searched cur valises snd cur rersons. ie 
were kept under close watch and custody at all times end in all rlaces, 

. In Mogimien and in Leutingkisao we were made to rost public setices 
to the effect that we, barberieans that we were, havin. to get cut of 
Chine in 20 days, were serving f nal notice on anyone who had claims of 
any kind cerinst us to come ferwerd and submit such claims..... 

In Jexynan we were handed cur Communist -assports, geod only for 
leaving China and to be presented to the lecal nolice in all the cities 
along our wey. 

Gur group censisted of 5 Freneiscan “issionary Sisters of Jdery, 
ene Father ef the Foreign Missions of Paris, and four of us Franciseanse 

The schedule cf cur trio was as follows: 

October 5 = departure st 10:30 a.m., on foot; 

" 7 - arrival at Leuting, in the evening, Considerable ameunt of 

checking 
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checking here; 
October 9 - departure for Jagaan by truck, in the mornings 
" 10 - arrival at Jagnan, in the evening. Checking by the nolice; 
* 13 = morning, departure for Chengtu end arrival there in late 
evenings 
" Y= eerly morning, departure for Chungking by stage-coach; 
* 16 = evening, arrival {n Chungking. Special questioning here; 
" 19 = evening, boarding ‘he boat going dewn the Bue River; 
“ 22 © arrival at Mankecu in the evening; 
“ 23 = in the evening, departure for Canton - idongkong, by train; 
" 26 ~ at necn, arrival at the Hengkong border, 

From Canton to the Hongkong border we were se-rched three times; 
thay tock away from us all the money ve he’, giving to each «f us, in 
exchange, the equivalent of about $1.50, 

Before the decarture and during the trip from ‘osimien to Hongkong, 
I mide the following observeticna: 

< know that the Lolos in the iicsimien valley submitted to the sherin: 
of the ‘and; but the independent Loles of the Taleangsan region would net 
have it, and it was said that forcible mesaures wera being considered, 

The Communists were more induigent with the Tibetens, and, as we 
were leaving, I heard that thay were beginning to put pressure on the 
Tibetens to have them attend the Lectures (the first step in the lon 
Coummist progeam). 

I heard also that the Lamas of Tibet had placed the image of Mac 
Tae-tung among the idcle in their temples and were shewering praise cn 
him every day, thus ‘ioring toe be left in peace. 

onthe nector-road Jagean-“angting I noted a h avy traffic ef brand- 
new aussian military vehicles, which are yuite fast. It is said thet these 
vehicles carry supplies to the military storehcuses in Tibet. 

Before reaching Jagaan, elcng the road we saw cur former mrector, 

working in the 
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working in the forced-lebor gangs. 

“%e neted theusends upon theusands of perecns engaged in forced 
labor throughout China, building or repairing rocds, bridges, etc. 

In Jagaon (now the car itel of Sikang), on October 12, at 5 P.Mes 
in front of the police headquerters building, we saw cne of the forced- 
lebor gangs pess through the city. One of the men fell to the ground, 
exhausted; by orders frcm the escorting soliler, the others grabbed him - 
by his cost auu dragged him away, ‘ike a BACK. ene 

Seno 40 km, from Chenvtu, en immense new nilitory cirfield was 
under construction. 

Between Chungking and Chengtu a single-track railroad is being 
built. In Getober the work was half finished. ‘fe noted two foreigners 
and heard thst t ey were Russians, 

Two heurs before reac’ ing Chungking we went through « nagnificeat 
town, all newly built, with an excellent field for military training, 

The town secned an immense eggregeticn cf military barracks, 

Wille we were embarking «t Chungking, a Commu ist girl twice 
attanpted to take her life by drownings the other Communists seved hr 
both tines. | 

At Henkeou, as we wete welking along one of the strects at 8 in 
the norning, we sew a dead man on the sidewalk, tis herd split wide o;en. 
No one raid any attention to him. 

The Communist propaganda against Americe is incredible. Snormcus 
placards are seen everywhere; usually they sre in the form of enrteens 
showing ccnteart for, and casting insult upon, America while exolting the 
new China, On one cf thease vlecards I saw decicted an American soldicr 
eating, like a reel cennibal, the remains of a dea‘ .icrth Ecrean soldier, 
and a Chinese who wes wrestling from his mouth a -tece of the dee” scldier's 


EMeoseeehll that was left of the American meal! 


In the intertor 


RESTRICTED 


Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


Approved For Release 20081922 CLIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


tn the interior of China the Ccmrunists are badly armed; lerze 
Mauser pistecls, cbsclete rifles, snd here and there a few subeachine ws, 
but aot in great numbers. I cannot say whether they have ether weeprns 
ready in their arsenals, Cften we saw scldiers and sentries carrying very 
clumay hand grenedes of the type with a wooden handle. 

Hear Chengtu-Chungking we met many men of the 2th Army; they 
traveled on fcot end by mule-drawn wagons (three mules for each wagon). 
Their srmanents seemed pitiful te ue, ‘lac, teward the Seuth we saw a 
number of trucks (not Russian) of the 3rd Arm. I do not know what trey 
were carrying or what their destination was, 

“ear Cunton - dongkong we noticed that each Cenmunist wea erned 
with two revelvers; a large cone carriei cn the cutside and e smell cne 
carried under the cost, 

These are ay few and sad reccllectiona ef Red China. And none 
of us will over forget the im ense, overwhelming jcy we felt on leaving 
the Chinese sentries an] being able to shake hands with the Hritish ones, 

. in dosinien we had read the famous bock "I Chose Freedom!" There 
ds truth in that beck, absetute truth ao fer ag the Ce-nunist ways are 
concerne!, In regaining our freedom, we felt happy ag tittle children end 
over come by an emotion which one experiences but few times in his life, 

Dut an observation became timely at t is time: the nunber 665, 

Une day, In Nesimien, -ne of the lepers offered me a cigarette; 
it was a new brand. In China there is no tohecee monecoly and a profusion 
of brands is found everywhere. And the Communists have corte’ 211 the 
brands of American cigarettes, ow, this new tvpe ses net ziven a name 
but a dumber: 9656", He examined it closely; it was "666" without doubt, 
for the rosition of the writing and of the design cn the package indicated 
that it cculd not be 999, I had, right then and there, the idea of taking 
a senple of it cut of China; 4n fact, I save this samrle te the Custodian 
of the Lateran Museum. 

Tt happens 
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It happens that 666 is the fatal number of the Besst in the 
Apocalypse, Com-cnisa is convinced that 4t is ‘he fatal apocalyotic 
beast and brags abcut it. 

and verily, in the varicus pelice officers, in the varirus lews, 
in the crcss-examinaticns, in the searches, the erbitrary confiscaticns 
of preparty, the taxes, the arrests, the executions, the tertures; in 
the political, religious, sooial and wilitery strife, cne can always 
detect a Being which one feels but cannot see; « Being which is personal 
in ite impersonality and imrersenal in the persons of its agentes, 

Anyone who has come scross his knows him: it is He, it is 
"666") It is the "Criminal" who rej-ices in trimphing over every’ hing 
good by hia evil deeis! 


THE END 
St. Franols Cenvant 
Cittadella (Padus) 


March 10, 1952 


/a/ Fr. Candide Rechelli, OFM. 
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